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Diesden Cafe Keeper
Admits He Refused
To Serve Colored Men

’ By RALPH HICKLIN

DRESDEN — Morley McKay, 57-year-old proprietor
of Kay's Restaurant, testified here Monday that he|’
knew about Ontario’s Fair Accomodations Practices
Act which required him to serve negroes, and that he
knew he was breaking the law when he declined to.sdo
50, because he ‘“didn’'t want to lose business.”

This testimony was one of the highlights of a hear-
ng of complaints against two Dresden restaurant keepers
ronducted by Judge William Schwenger of Hamiltan
i8 a one-man commission for the Ontario government.
Dne complaint was against McKay and the other against
Matthew Emerson. Both were accused of refusing to
serve negroes. The judge reserved his decisions.

A packed court-room followed the proceedings which
was in the nature of a test of a new law to be admin-
istered by the Department of Labor. The judge will
make his report to Labor Minister Charles Daley, who
will decide whether there will be court prosecutions.

Attending the hearing as observers, but who took
no part in the proceedings were G. F. Nutfand and A. E.
Riebel of the Department of Labor.

prur(h\on behalf of the com- ernment at the time the fair prac-
slainant in both cases was Davidtices legislature was contemplat-
Lewis of Toronto. Counsel for|.4

lor both restaurant-keepers was | Mr. Burnette testified that when |
R. A C-arnallen, Wallaceinry. he went to the restaurant on mri
ARGUMENTS 'eveming in question, he asked the
Mr, Lewis argued that the pro-: police chief to accompany him in-
rietors of both restaurants should sice, but the chief returned to
be prosecuted, declaring they have office instead. In the time he sat
‘No more intention of obeying the a: the restaurant counter, no one
aw today than they will have to-|served him, Mr. Burnette sald Fin-
norrow.” Defiance, he averred,' ally Morley McKay, the proprie-
should not be tolerated, and heltor approached, and said “You
wggested that their attitude be might as well get your boys out Abndasinent \‘_" made tod
srought to the attention of the g¢f nere, we won't serve them”. s
ninister, that the judge's report' A= a consequence the party left. |that George Harrison of Guert
se made public, and that the com-| In answer to a question from|Products Lid. will be guest spel
slaints be treated as a request for Mr. Carscallen, Mr. Burnette said or at the monthly dinner meet|
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srosecutions that his main lnterest was to gel' o¢ o Advertising and Sales
Mr. Lewis stated "1 wouldn't service lor the Shadd party, there-j © oo 5 5ty g o e g
nention  prosecution i McKay by showing that the fair practices; A 89 sy

1adn't been so defiant about the|
aw If the report is made and|
nothing done for three or four
months, the statute will become
a farce.” |
Judge Schwenger did not inti-
mate whether his report would be;
made public. He would report pri-
vately to the minister, he said.
GIVES WARNING
As the hearing got under way'
the judge warned that he did not:
want any interruptions in the pro-!
reedings, stating,” This is not a
political’ meeting or a show."
First complaint arose from an
incident in Kay's cafe on June 17,
Philip Shadd, Raleigh township
'armer, testified that he, his wife,
brother and sister-in-law went into
Kay's that evening for refresh-
ment. A waitress behind the bar
old them they would ngt be ser-
ved, and advised them & cross the
street to another restaurant. She
would give no reason for refusing
o serve them, Mr. Shadd said.
His party left restaurant, wit-
sess continued, and tried to con-|
lact the police, with no success |
Chen Mr. Shadd telephoned Hugh
Burnette, who arrived at the rest-
wurant with the police chief. After
‘alking to the chief, Mr. Burnette
recompanied Mr. Shadd and the
sther three into the restaurant.
Mr. Burnette sat at the counter
‘he Bther four at a table. i
Mr. Shadd said that his party
waited 25 minutes and got no ser-|
vice. Then, he continued, a man
:ame from the kitchen. spoke to
Mr. Burnette, and came to clear
heir table. When asked, he said
hey would not be served and|
gave no reason. On Mr. Burnette's
advice, they all left the cafe.
SHOPPED IN CHATHAM
On cross-examination by Mr,
Carscallen, Mr. Shadd testified
‘hat be lived nearer to Chatham
han Dresden, and used Chatham
as a shopping, centre. He and
s wife went to Dresden on June
17, he said, to visit a niece.
“"When you went back to Kay's,
were you more interested In get-
ling a cup of coffee, or in being
ime?" Mr.

flhm Pitt Hotel on Monday, Oc
ber 4, commencing at 6.45 p.
His topic will be “This busin
of selling”, o

Mr. Harrison has been in |
mfr?hu‘mm::l and selling field

law was being observed.

Mr. McKay testified that he was
not in the cafe when service was
refused to Mr. Shadd. However,
he had returned and talked to Mr.
Burnette. “You know better than
to bring people in here,” Mr. Me:
Kay quoted himself as saying, and|
added that Mr. Burnpette maintain-|
ed he Bad not brought them.

When Mr. Burnette asked whe-
ther he- would serve-the Shadds,
Mr. McKay said that he replied.
‘I pay the taxes on the place, and
I'm going to run her.”

On cross examinationg by Mr.
Davis, Mr. McKay admitted know:
ledge of the Fair “Accomodations
Practices Act, which ordered res|
taurant keepers to refuse service.
“Yet you refused?” asked Mr.
Davis. “That's right”. Reason for
doing so, Mr. McKay said, was
he “didn't want to lose business.’™
“Is it right to break the law tothere wil be a large tu
prowc!"y'uur" business?”" counsel! mambers for this meeting, the
asked. “Yes,” was the reply. O cond of the fall and winter
further questions, Mr. McKay snld‘“m'

that he had consistently refused
| THE WEATHER

service to colored people and had
TORONTO

for the past 20 years, and hI:'v
idraw en his wide experience
lhis topic.
DRAMATICS

A native of Brantford, Mr. H
rison is married and has th
| children. His hobbies are mu
‘and dramatics and he is inter
ted in chiarch and community
faire. b b

Officlals of the Ad and Sa
stated that Mr. Harrison is hig
tegommended as an after din
speaker, and “that ne particula
enjoys talking about his life's w
{e—that of selling. They are hop

done so as recently as last Satur-
day night,

On the request of both counsel,
Judge Schwenger heard c\'ldencc‘

(CP)=Cificial #

in the second complaint before |casts issued by the Dominionp
listening to final arguments of . .oher gffice at 9:30 a.
counsel. . 9 "
|SECOND COMPLAINT Western. Like Erle, soutly
Second complaint "arose from an: Lake Huron regions, Windg

incident on June 20. when three Sunny today, cloudy with scatte
colored men from Windsor were gyowers Wednesday, contim
:::::‘ service in Emerson’s rest 4 winds light today, southd
One of the three, Lyle Talbot(|20 Wednesday. Low lonight 4
testified that on the evening In high Wednesday 55 and 75. 8
question he came to Dresden with mary for Wednesday. Showers
8 o apdsor b Tia  TORONTO (CPi—Observed §
0 sing in the ist church. e 1
and l:o cnmpnni:ns decided to go | Peratures bulletin issued at the
for a walk after the service ironto public weather office J
At 9:45 p.m. they started, and 8. m.
on the main street decided to have
a soft drink. At Emerson's rest-
aurant, Mr. Talbot said. the door
was open and the light on. The
time was before 10 p. m., he said,
He and his companions e tered
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