One Tes{ Casé Enough For

Anh Dlscnmmanon Law

¢ Charges have- made at Tor-
onto that the Ontaﬂofta‘bo; Depart-
‘ment is “practicing the worst sort
of -discrimination”
ting “all shops” in Dresden accused
of ignoring the Fair Accommodauons
LAct,
. The charges were made by the
“4oint labor committee on human
rights”, sponsored by the Toronto
Trades and Laber Council (TLC) and
the Toronto and Lakeshore lLabor
Council (CCL) in a letter to Labor
Minister Daley. R
Recently, the provincial labor mini-
ster announced that Judge William F.
Schwenger of Hamilton 18 to hear
" one of a series of ten complaints
‘made against, five Dr esdén-businesses,
accused of refusing to serve colored
‘peaple.
- Judge Schwenger. has since set a
~date for the hearing upon the results

-of which further action will be based. !
~unjustified, and m seemingly made

The Fair Accommodations Act, pas-
‘sed last year by the Ontario legisla-
‘ture, was and 18 legislation of a rev-
‘olutionary type, interfering as it does

~“with the previously accepted right
of a tradesman to determine whom
‘he will not serve.

in not investiga-

>

The procedure under the act which
requires investigation by and auth-
ority from the provincial lab6r mini-
ster before a prosecution can be
launched. seems a bit cumbrous.

Nevertheless, with such revolu-
tionary legxslatlon whose validity
may quite possibiy chanlenged it may
be best to “hasten slowly.”

For the practical purpose of

~~demonstrating that the act i1s valid

and enforceable, one test case is as
good as ten: and one test case, car-
ried to a successful issue, 18 not
merely ample to determine the law
in the matter but to bring, obedience
from other offenders.

The Department of Labor, whxch
drafted the Ilegislation, probably
knows best how to go about enforce-
ment, 2

The charge that the Department is

“practicing the worst sort of dis-
crimination’ 1s far fetched totally

for political effect.

The colored_ people, to whom the
act and its ehforcement represent
a new and, we hope. a better era,
may well pray to be saved from their
outspoken and vindictive friends.



